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m:qrrw.'mn‘ punTON 18 AN AccomPLishED and frusted
S employee of the Central Intelligence Agency. As
t\' . Chicf of Station at Georgetown, British Guiana,

Jagan never.got lo power; and later, in Rio de Juneiro, he
tried to help the Argentinian Sceret Policg stamp out revo-
Jutionary cells, It was thankless work, But Burton, like
other of the Agency’s most dedicated operatives in, Latin
-~ America, is sustained by a faith that {ranscends the tawdry
ethics of his profession. He is a Morimon. :
It may scem strange for a yeligious body which bzgan as
a persccuted scet driven from one region to another, mur-
dered and reviled, to wind up providing both the CIA and
FBI with some of their best men. But for the Mormons
thereis no contradiction, By habit and training a concerva-
tive group, dMormons arc tightly entwined with a religion
which js stringently hicrarchical, profit-oricnted, racist, and
never likely to embarrass the forcign interests of the U.S,,
or indeed any capitalist state, :
Recent boyeolis of sporting events with tlie
3righam Young University by teams frora ather colleges has
brought the Church’s peculiar and archaic racial beliefs
into public view, VWhat is less known, but more finportant,
is that the Mormons have built up their own extraordinary
international society with an intricate maze of cconomic in-
situtions and political power leading back to the throne of
the Churchi in Salt Lake City, Utah, There, within the taber-
nacles and.temple building, aging Mormon Flders excicise
the financial and spiritual wizardry that allows their power-
ful conglomerate 10 grow and prosper, With a daily income
“of better than $1 million, and extcosive political and eco~
nomic control, especially in the western United States. Mor-
monism has made the biblical injunction to be fruitful and
mulltiply into a glamour stock. . L
With asscts of over $2 billion and a membership of under
‘three million, the Mormon Church is the richest per capita
in the world. The Church’s interests are extraordinarily
-widcs‘préad. It owns vast rcal estate (including the most
‘valuable property in Salt Lake City), pincapple and sugar
plantations, -three mammoth ranches, 650 farms and 40
factories, and the village of Laic in Hawaii, It owns two
insurance cc.mp'zmiés, ‘a trucking company, a sugar beet en-
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terprise, and a substantial interest in Utah's only bank hold-.

ing company; and it has extensive control over the cduca-
tion and communications systems in large areas of the west
and southwest, In addition, Mormons are dispraportionately,
active in state and national politics, In recent years, Mor-
mons have headed the Interior Department, the Federal
Commutications Commission, the Securitics and Exchange
Comumission, the Treasury, and the Department of Housing
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in the mid-60s, he helped make sure that Chedd / B
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J ~z ONE OF THIS WAS PRUFIGURED in the inconspicu-
- ous beginnings of the Church of Jesus Christ
of the Latler Day Saints {ounded by Joseph
Smith in 1830, For years Smith and his small -
band of converts were driven across the country, ridiculed
for their polygamy and other peculiarities, and ¢hased from
one town to another by lecal citizens. ‘Smith led the dMor-
mons from New York to Ohio to Missouri and on to Iili-
nois before being lynched by citizens at Carthage, Ilinois,
where he was accused of sending a band ol thugs to break up
a local anti-Mormon newspaper oflice, From there, the
Mormons made their epic trek to the west, finally stopping’
in the valley of the great salt lake of Utah, where they sot-
tled,. built a temple and launched their theocratic enipire.
According to doctrine, Smith clalmed in 1828 to have
discovered ‘neay his homic.in upstate New York a sct of
golden plates engraved in Bgyptian by the Israclite prophet:
Morraon. The plates.related the history of Israclite tribes
who had migrated to North America about 2000 p.c. and
lived there until shorlly after Christ's death. At that time,
they were killed off by the Indians (who are scen as a quar-
“relsome faction of the Israclite tribes whose skin was turmed
dark as punishment for thelr misdeeds). Before the white
Isractites were kitled, Christ was resurrccted in North Amer-
“ica and visited them,
After finding the plates, Joseph Smith was visited by God,
" Christ, and three prophets who advised him to start his own
Chuich. They said the true Church-must have 12 apostles,

the same priestly hicrarchy as in Christ’s day, practice bap-
tism by imniersion, and in other ways differ from 19th
century religions. So Joseph dictated his own holy writ to a
sceretary—calling it the Book of Mormon and stipulating
that the original flew back to heaven after he refold jt—and
organized his own. Church around its teachings and his
own revelations, » ' _.

~ What distinguished Mormon doctrine from that of other
Protestant churches is the fact that Joseph Smith is its
prophet. Smith principally wanted a band of devoted fol-
lowers to support him in his atlempts’to set up a religious
community and other undertakings, and during his life-
time dévotion to the Church meaat loyalty to him. Today,
absolute fealty is still the vornerstone of the religion, except”
that now loyalty to the faith ofthe Latter Day Saints means
unquestioning service not of an individual but of a powerful
institution. ' - S

';W‘-‘{‘"ﬁ“:‘ur-, CILURCH 18 ORGANIZED IN hierarchical fashion,
T l from the office of the Tirst Presidency, down to the

{;  multiplicily of parishes (or “wards,” as Mormons
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property on its own and, whatever property an indivicdual
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